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ATTENTION OF:




             



    S:  30 November 2000

DACH-PPZ








     18 October 2000  

MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION

SUBJECT:  Pastoral Counseling with Dignity and Respect

For over two hundred and twenty five years the Chaplaincy has been motivated by the love of our God to exhibit the highest moral, ethical and spiritual values while ministering in a military culture that is religiously pluralistic and diverse.  High expectations such as these under gird the confidence of our nation to entrust to the military the priceless resource of their sons and daughters.  

A hallmark of the Chaplaincy has consistently been the attitude of the “open door” for all -- regardless of spiritual heritage, or religious practice.  This attitude is fundamental to building pastoral relationships.  For many, it is their first step in establishing their own relationship with God.  

I ask you to honestly and prayerfully consider if you have done all you can to treat those who approach you for counseling with dignity and respect.  Effective counseling demands that the counselor understand both his/her competencies and limitations.  Know yourself.  If you are uncertain as to your ability to address sensitive issues, seek guidance from your Family Life Chaplain or a senior chaplain.     

I am asking senior chaplains to insure that every chaplain has reviewed the guidance in the attached information paper no later than 30 November 2000.  Furthermore, I direct that this information be incorporated into Pastoral Counseling training at our chaplain school and installation training.  This provides specific guidance for counseling soldiers admitting to homosexuality or being harassed and threatened because of perceived homosexuality.  It clarifies my expectations in these sensitive situations and gives guidance for counseling that is both pastoral and respectful.

 After encountering a prominent religious leader, a person remarked: “I know that person is holy, because when I am in their presence I feel holy.”  I would like this to be said of every Unit Ministry Team member in our Corps.  We must wisely emulate God’s grace and compassion in word and deed.  To do any less would be to misuse the sacred trust granted by our Nation.







     / Original Signed /







GAYLORD T. GUNHUS





Chaplain (Major General) 

    United States Army

 



     Chief of Chaplains
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