
 

SSoo,,  yyoouu’’vvee  bbeeeenn  aasskkeedd  ttoo    
TTeessttiiffyy  bbeeffoorree  CCoonnggrreessss 



Committee Jurisdictions  (examples – not all inclusive) 
 
Authorization Committees -- House and Senate Armed Services 
 
• Study and review of matters relating to the common defense policy of the United States. 
• The Departments of Defense, the Army, the Navy, and the Air Force, generally.   
• Size and composition of the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, and Air Force. 
• Pay, promotion, retirement, and other benefits and privileges of members of the Armed 

Forces, including overseas education of civilian and military dependents. 
• Military research and development.  Strategic and critical materials necessary for defense. 
• National security aspects of nuclear energy; naval petroleum reserves, except those in Alaska 
• Aeronautical and space activities peculiar to or primarily associated with the development of 

weapons systems or military operations.  Military applications of nuclear energy. 
• Soldiers' and sailors' homes. Ammunition depots; forts; arsenals; Army, Navy, and Air Force 

reservations and establishments.   
• Merchant Marine Academy, State Merchant Marine Academies. Armed Services aspects of 

merchant marine. 
• Maintenance and operation of the Panama Canal. 
• Selective service system. 
• Tactical intelligence and intelligence related activities of the Department of Defense. 
• Special oversight functions with respect to international arms control and disarmament. 
 

House and Senate Appropriations Committees  
The House and Senate Appropriations Committees each have thirteen subcommittees.  
The subcommittees on Defense and Military Construction are two of those thirteen. 

  
Their roles are defined by the U.S. Constitution, which requires “appropriations made by law” 
prior to the expenditure of any money from the Federal treasure.   
 
The Appropriations Committees write the legislation that allocates federal funds to the numerous 
government agencies, departments, and organizations on an annual basis.   
 
Appropriations are limited to the levels set by a Budget Resolution, drafted by the Budget 
Committees. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This handbook does not replace Army Regulation 1-20, “Legislative Liaison, or Department of 
the Army Congressional Actions Responsibilities Standing Operating Procedures (CARSOP).  It 
is intended as a guide for testifying before Congress.  The AR and SOP shall take precedence if 
information in this handbook conflicts with them. 


