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History.  This publication is a new circular.
Summary.  This circular establishes policies, procedures, and responsibilities for the use of portable space heaters in field training and operations.

Applicability.  This circular is applicable to all elements of the U.S. Army Training and Doctrine Command (TRADOC).

Proponent and exception authority.  The proponent for this circular is the Deputy Commanding General/Chief of Staff.  The proponent has the authority to approve exceptions or waivers to this circular that are consistent with controlling law and regulations.  The proponent may delegate this authority in writing, to a division chief with the proponent agency or its direct reporting unit or field operating agency, in the grade of colonel or the civilian equivalent.  To request an exception or waiver to this circular, send a written request to Commander, TRADOC (ATCS-S), 1 Bernard Road, Building 84, Fort Monroe, VA  23651-1048 or                      monr.atcs-s@conus.army.mil prior to initiating deviation.  Identify specific conflict(s) with this circular and provide justification for the request and alternate measures.  Include an assessment of the associated risk with the request. 
Army management and control process.  This circular does not contain management control provisions.

Supplementation.  Supplementation of this circular and establishment of command and local forms are prohibited without prior approval from Commander, TRADOC (ATCS-S), 1 Bernard Road, Building 84, Fort Monroe, VA  23651-1048 or monr.atcs-s@conus.army.mil.
Suggested improvements.  Users are invited to send comments and suggested improvements   on DA Form 2028 (Recommended Changes to Publications and Blank Forms) directly to Commander, TRADOC (ATCS-S), Fort Monroe, VA  23651-1048 or                             monr.atcs-s@conus.army.mil.
Distribution.  This circular is only available on the TRADOC Homepage at http://www.tradoc.army.mil.
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1.  Purpose
This circular prescribes the responsibilities, policies, and procedures for the use of portable space heaters in field training and operations.

2.  References

Required and related publications and required and referenced forms are listed in Appendix A.

3.  Explanation of Abbreviations and Terms

Abbreviations and terms used in this regulation are explained in the glossary.

4.  Responsibilities

Commanders will ensure any portable space heater used at U.S. Army Training and Doctrine Command (TRADOC) activities, organizations, or units meet the requirements of this circular.
5.  Overview
Use of any portable space heater in field training and operations represents a high risk to Soldiers if it is not set up and operated properly.  Commercial portable heating devices are especially dangerous.  Heaters pose both a fire hazard and a serious inhalation hazard from products of combustion and fuel vapors.  If not properly vented, gases from the combustion of liquid fuels create an environment where, over time, low concentrations of these poisonous gases can cause death and permanent disability.

6.  Policy and procedures
    a.  Commercially procured space heaters are not authorized for use in TRADOC field training or operations.  TRADOC activities will procure and use only heaters the U.S. Army Soldier Systems Center authorizes for Army use.  Commanders will publish written standard operating procedures that embody the principles of this policy.

    b.  The following applies to authorized space heaters:

        (1)  Have competent individuals, familiar with leak test procedures, set up heaters.  Only personnel trained, tested, and licensed in accordance with AR 600-55, chapter 6, will operate heaters.  The responsible unit fire/safety representative will inspect each heater before use.
        (2)  Set up, add fuel, use, and maintain heaters IAW the applicable technical manual (TM).  Only use fuels the applicable TM specifies and approves for use, such as TM 9-4520-257-12&P and TM 10-4500-200-13.
Appendix A

References

Section I

Required Publications

AR 600-55 
The Army Driver and Operator Standardization Program (Selection, Training, Testing, and Licensing)
TM 9-4500-257-12&P

Operator’s and Unit Maintenance Manual Heater, Space, Radiant, Large

TM 10-4500-200-13

Heaters, Space:  Radiant Type, Portable and Immersion:  Liquid Fuel Fired, for Corrugated Cans
Section II

Related Publication
A related publication is a source of additional information.  The user does not have to read a related reference to understand this publication.
TRADOC Reg 385-2

TRADOC Command Safety Program

Section III

Prescribed Forms

This section contains no entries.

Section IV

Referenced Forms

This section contains no entries.

Glossary

Section I

Abbreviations
TM


technical manual
TRADOC

U.S. Army Training and Doctrine Command

Section II

Terms
Carbon monoxide detectors

Carbon monoxide detectors are small electronic devices designed to detect low levels of carbon monoxide in the atmosphere.  They are not to be used as a replacement for proper use and maintenance or fuel-burning appliances.
Emergency shut-off fire watch

A manual control used to restrict/stop the flow of fuel to the heater.
Non-vented

A system that allows release of heater exhaust gases and fumes inside premises/structure

Portable space heater

Heaters that allow the user to position them in the most suitable location and are intended for temporary use.  These heaters are designed for quick assembly/disassembly and are easily transported.
Vented 

A system with exhaust gases and fumes released outside of premises/structure.
Section III

Special Abbreviations and Terms
This section contains no entries.
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